5o                      Bliicher

your authority that they will at once stand by you in
any cause. The longed-for moment has come to re-
store to your lands their former boundaries and
regain the privileges of your royal house; should this
moment not be seized, general disintegration is to be
feiared.

SchilTs design had been to unite his forces to
those of Dornberg. He had left Berlin on April
28th but by May 4th he had learned that both
Dornberg and Katte had failed in their under-
takings and also that Archduke Charles had
been defeated in no less than five engagements
near Ratisbon. Schill fought in two small skir-
mishes but was finally brought to bay in Stralsund
by Danish and Dutch forces. There was fierce
fighting in the narrow streets in the course of
which Schill personally unhorsed the Danish
general, Carteret, but the numbers were too
unequal and Schill himself was killed.

Bliicher, publicly at least, always spoke of
Schill's deed with disapproval. Frederick Wil-
liam had pronounced it an act of unpardonable
insubordination and refused to allow the erection
of a stone to Schill's memory. Bliicher declared
that it was a device of his own enemies to compare
him to Schill:

Yes, doubtless they have told the Zing that I was
going, like Schill, to cross the Elbe with the troops.
But woe to these wretches! If I find the man who so
shamefully misuses my name his life, even at the high
altar, shall not be safe from my vengeance!